54:                         A NEGRO REGIMENT.

threw stones and disturbed them for a short time,
but after flying about for a few minutes in a
very lazy and heavy way, pursued by the crows,
they invariably returned to their former perches
in the trees.

The morning of December llth, Paget and I
were up early, and at seven o'clock drove off to
Major and Mrs. Nevill's house, to see his regi-
ment of African cavalry.

They are all recruited from the Somali coast,
and are veritable black negroes, fine, tall, strong-
looking men, but, I should imagine, much more
useful as infantry than as cavalry, for they cer-
tainly did not seem at home on their horses,
which I thought were very badly bitted, the bits
, in most cases being far too large and heavy for
., such small animals.

They did some wheels very creditably, but in
the charge two men cut voluntaries and four or
five lungis were left on the battle-field.

The band-of the regiment, also composed of
blacks under a German band-master, played ex-